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Contractual Liability Between Author and Publisher in
Digital Works in Jordanian Legislation

Prepared by: Sarah abu maizer
Supervised by: Dr. Mustafa alajarma
Abstract

This study aims to clarify the contractual liability between the author and the
publisher in the context of digital works under Jordanian legislation. The problem
addressed is the absence of specific legal regulation regarding this liability in Jordan’s
Electronic Transactions Law No. 15 of 2015, which refers to the general rules of

contractual liability outlined in the Civil Code.

The study reached several key conclusions, the most prominent of which is that the
Jordanian legislator has not provided specific provisions regulating the publishing
contract for digital works but has instead left it subject to the general rules of contract
law. However, the Jordanian Copyright Law has expanded the definition of
"publishing™ to include both traditional and digital publishing, which is considered a
positive step toward organizing publishing contracts in the digital realm. The study also
noted that the Jordanian legislator requires the presence of damage as an essential
element for establishing contractual liability, but it does not precisely define the concept
of damage or its types, whether material or moral, raising questions about how these

rules are applied in practice.

In conclusion, the study recommended the need to regulate the digital publishing
contract through clear legal provisions that define the obligations of each party,
ensuring the rights of both the author and the publisher. It also emphasized the need to
clearly define digital works in a way that aligns with the modern developments in this
field.

Keywords: Contractual liability, author, publisher, digital works.
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